
Joint Powers Authorities

Description

Joint Powers Authorities: legally created entities that allow two or more public agencies to jointly 
exercise common powers. Forming such entities may not only provide a creative approach to the 
provision of public services but also permit public agencies with the means to provide services more 
efficiently and in a cost-effective manner. The Joint Exercise of Powers Act, as codified in California 
Government Code section 6500, governs JPAs. Under the Act, JPAs are restricted to use by public 
agencies only. However, the term public agency is defined very broadly. A public agency can include, 
but is not limited to, the federal government, the state or state departments, mutual water companies, 
public districts and recognized Indian tribes. (BB&K Law)
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